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Shaykh ‘Abd al-Salam al-Rustam1’s Methodology of Istidlal and Juristic
Deduction: A Research and Analytical Study in the Light of Ghayth al-Sahabah
‘ala Ummat al-Ijabah
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Dr. Muhammad Ismail 2
Abstract:

This study examines the methodology of reasoning and deduction employed by Shaykh ‘Abd
al-Salam al-Rustami in his work Ghayth al-Sahabah ‘ala Ummat al-Ijabah. The research
focuses on the sources, structure, and analytical patterns of his arguments concerning the status,
virtues, authority, and defense of the Companions of the Prophet #. Using descriptive,
inductive, and analytical methods, the study investigates his use of the Qur’an, Prophetic
Hadith, reports and opinions of the Companions and Successors, and the views of classical and
later Muslim scholars. The analysis shows that al-Rustam1 gives primary authority to the
Qur’an and Sunnah, while using the understanding of the early generations and scholarly
opinions as supporting and explanatory evidence. His method is characterized by cumulative
reasoning, in which multiple textual and traditional proofs are combined to establish a
comprehensive argument. The study also identifies descriptive, inductive, analytical, and
critical dimensions in his approach, particularly in responding to objections related to the
Companions. It concludes that al-Rustami’s methodology is predominantly textual and
tradition-based, yet also analytical and defensive, making Ghayth al-Sahabah an important
work for understanding his broader intellectual and evidentiary approach.

Keywords: Shaykh ‘Abd al-Salam al-Rustami, Methodology of Istidlal, Methodology of Istinbat,
Qur’anic Evidence, Prophetic Hadith, Athar al-Sahabah, Opinions of Early Muslim Scholars, Juristic
Reasoning, Sources of Islamic Law.
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